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Message from Pastor Mark
Shalom one and all!!
What exciting times we live in! You have been called for such a time as this. You could have been born anytime in history but God thought it best that someone
with all of your characteristics was needed for this generation that will herald the coming of the Messiah!

Message from
Pastor Mark
Dire Straits
Youth Corner

The generation in the wilderness was known as the generation of no faith. Yet that generation saw more miracles than any other generation in human history.
What happened to them is to serve as an example for us. So we learn from history that miracles do not produce faith! Yeshua said when He comes back will He
find faith on earth. Yet the false prophet will perform many miracles and the multitudes will follow. God is looking for a generation whose faith produces actions.

Internet
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We live in the same times as Elijah!

Recipes

1Ki 18:21 And Elijah came unto all the people, and said, How long halt ye between two opinions? If the LORD be God, follow him: but if Baal, then follow him. And the people answered him
not a word.

Recommeded
Reading

We are entering an Elijah moment. There’s always been a remnant who has not bowed the knee to baal. He was not upset at the baal worshipers who were not a part of Israel but all the baal
worshipers who were a part of Israel!

Recommended
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Remember when Yeshua cried out in John 7 to come to Him all that were thirsty? Well He was quoting Isaiah:

Home School
Links

Isa 12:3-6 Therefore with joy shall ye draw water out of the wells of salvation. And in that day shall ye say, Praise the LORD, call upon his name, declare his doings among the people, make
mention that his name is exalted. Sing unto the LORD; for he hath done excellent things: this is known in all the earth. Cry out and shout, thou inhabitant of Zion: for great is the Holy One of
Israel in the midst of thee.
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God wants His name declared throughout the earth!
Ps 68:4 Sing unto God, sing praises to his name: extol him that rides upon the heavens by his name YAH, and rejoice before him.
It is time to proclaim His name!
Many of you may be aware that an organization called on churches to read from the Koran during their Sunday services on Sunday June 26th to show solidarity with Islam. According to their
website they had around 66 churches from 32 states join their effort. I am asking in a show of solidarity with the God of Israel, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob that
churches/organizations join together in one accord and read from the Torah during their Saturday/Sunday services this coming August 13th and 14th.
This weekend was chosen for several reasons. The Torah portion that will be taught on that weekend at every synagogue around the world will be from Deuteronomy 3:23 through chapter
7:11.
The suggested reading from this Torah portion is the greatest commandment found in Deut 6:4-9 that we love the Lord with all our heart, soul and strength. It is known in Judaism as the
Shema and begins with asking Israel to hear and obey the Lord and realize He is the one and only God. So Christians will literally be joining a chorus of voices proclaiming on earth and to the
heavens that the God of Israel is the One and Only God and that we love Him above all others!!
Realize all Jews worldwide are on the same page every weekend. Can you imagine if all believers could get on the same page for one weekend and then join the Jewish people proclaiming
in unison “the LORD He is God” what that would do to the Heart of God? In every time zone all around the world His name would be made known. I can’t help but think of the harmonic
resonance and how thrilled God would be to see we are in unity.
Imagine the sound wave that will reverberate throughout the universe as believers in the God of Israel in unison are singing praises to His Name as the sound waves race around the globe in
every time zone! Let the rocks remain silent one more day!
Lu 19:40 And he answered and said unto them, I tell you that, if these should hold their peace, the stones would immediately cry out.
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This date was also chosen because the dire straits from July 17th thru August 9th will have just been finished. This is the time frame beginning on the very day Moses destroyed the golden
calf and ending on the very day the spies rejected the Land of Israel. This is a time in Judaism when they mourn and fast and repent for the sins of their forefathers.
It would be good if the church repented for the sins of their forefathers as well.
Did you know after the holocaust it was this passage that allowed a Jewish Rabbi to find the Jewish children that were being purposely kept from their already grieving families by the
churches? The churches claimed they had no Jewish children in their possession, justifying their comments because they had baptized them into Christianity!
The following is a link to a wonderful video I want all to see as to how important these verses are to the Jewish people:
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?
d=file:///C|/Users/Web/Documents/Newsletter/July2011/July2011.html&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.elshaddaiministries.us%2Fvideo%2Fshema_yisroel.html
Can you imagine how this will touch the heart of the Jewish people while they are about to enter the dire straits to hear reports of non-Jews all over the world who will not keep silent as
during the holocaust but are proclaiming loudly that we stand with the God of Israel.
It is said within Judaism that the temple was destroyed because of the infighting of Jews toward one another.
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Ps 133:1 Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!
It is well known of the divisions within Christianity as well.
This event will be a historic moment in all of history! My desire is for one weekend can believers from all around the world and from the different denominations join together and read the
greatest commandment? I’m talking 60 seconds! And to think not only for once in all of history will we all be in one accord we will be joining in harmony with the Jewish people declaring that
there is One God!
Judgment has come and is coming not only to America but throughout the world. God told Abraham he would spare Sodom if 10 righteous were found. Yeshua said in the last days it would be
like during the days of Sodom. Who knows what level of judgment might be mitigated in cities/states where at least 10 congregations will join together in this declaration?
That weekend is also known as the Sabbath of Comfort as it follows the dire straits.
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So that very weekend of Aug 13th and 14th begins the time when we are to speak comfort to Jerusalem.
Isa 40:1-5 Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God. Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that her warfare is accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned: for she
hath received of the LORD'S hand double for all her sins. The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be made low: and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough places plain: And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed,
and all flesh shall see it together: for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it.
The Bible says to give God no rest till He makes Jerusalem a praise in the earth.
Isa 62:6,7 I have set watchmen upon thy walls, O Jerusalem, which shall never hold their peace day nor night: ye that make mention of the LORD, keep not silence, And give him no rest, till
he establish, and till he make Jerusalem a praise in the earth.
It is time for believers, those that make mention of the Lord, to not keep silent! For those congregations who dare to take a stand only for the God of Israel ask your congregational leader to
take 60 seconds on Aug 13th or 14th and read the greatest commandment from the Torah as spoken by Yeshua.
Join the sound wave!! Make sure and spread this message to all your email friends and Facebook friends and all those organizations that you get emails from that support Israel. It’s time they
heard back from you and when you get their email respond back with the sign up link so they can send it to all the people on their list!

Be Blessed! Be a part of History! Take 60 seconds and join the wave!!
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?
Have
your
pastor
sign
up
here
d=file:///C|/Users/Web/Documents/Newsletter/July2011/July2011.html&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.elshaddaiministries.us%2Ftorahweekend%2F

Be Blessed!
-Pastor Mark
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"THE DIRE STRAITS"
Compiled by Tom O'Haver
For a total of eight hundred and thirty years there stood a structure on a Jerusalem hilltop that served as the point of contact between God and man, Heaven and Earth. So central
was this edifice to the relationship between man and God that nearly two-thirds of the 613 commandments are contingent upon its existence. Its destruction is regarded as the
greatest tragedy of Israel’s history, and its rebuilding will mark the ultimate redemption-the restoration of harmony within God's creation and between God and His creation.
July 19, 2011 is the 17th Day of the Jewish month of Tammuz.   On you Jewish calendars it is designated as the “Fast of Tammuz”. This marks the beginning of what the Jews call
the “Three Weeks” or “Dire Straits” which ends on “Tisha B’Av”, the 9th of Av which is August 9th this year. These three weeks are designated as a time of mourning over the
destructions of the Holy Temple and the resultant physical exile and spiritual displacement in which the Jewish people still find themselves.
The term “Dire Straits” is based on the verse (Lamentations 1:3) which states: "All of [Israel's] pursuers overtook her between the straits." Jewish tradition explains that "between the
straits" refers to the days of affliction between the seventeenth of Tammuz and the ninth of Av. In this period, many calamities befell the Jewish people throughout their generations.
It was during this period of between the straits that both the first and second Temples were destroyed, 600 years apart.
During this period, many Jewish people lessen the extent of their rejoicing. They don't:
Conduct weddings.
Play musical instruments or listen to music.
Recite the Shehecheyanu blessing.
Blessed are you, Lord, our God, king of the universe who has kept us alive, sustained us, and enabled us to reach this season (Amen)
Because of this, they do not wear new clothing
The do not eat fruit which they have not yet eaten this season so that they will not be required to recite Shehecheyanu.
They do not get a haircut or shave.
However, all the laws of mourning are suspended on Shabbat.   The fast days are postponed until Sunday, and the Shabbat is joyously celebrated. Why is all mourning suspended
on Shabbat? We believe that every Shabbat constitutes a foretaste of the Messianic Era. As such, on Shabbat we only focus on the positive elements of life and the Jews also do so
for the positive elements of this period. Jews believe that with the coming of the Messiah they will understand that all the suffering was necessary in order to reach the ultimate good.
  The prophet Jeremiah foretold that Messiah would transform their sorrowful days into days of joy "I will turn their mourning into joy and will comfort them and make them rejoice from
their sorrow" (Jeremiah 31:12).
The Three Weeks should be a time of increased Torah study and giving of charity
During this period they spend extra time contemplating the less-than-perfect state the world is in now and what they can do to improve it by increasing in deeds of goodness and
kindness.
The Three Weeks should be a time of increased Torah study and giving of charity– in keeping with the verse Isa 1:27   “Zion shall be redeemed with judgment, and her converts with
righteousness.” Particularly, they are encouraged time and again the study of those portions of Torah that deal with the building of the Holy Temple.
It is our generation in particular, that stands on the threshold of redemption, that should study with the awareness that these promises will be even more practical in the near
future!  There is more to the Three Weeks than fasting and lamentation. The prophet describes the fasts as "days of goodwill before God"-days of opportunity to take advantage of
the failings of the past as the inspiration for a renewed and even deeper bond with God. A sense of purification accompanies the fasting, a celebration of redemption overshadows
the mourning, and a current of joy supersedes the sadness.
Some of the content from this article came from Pastor Mark's teachings on the Dire Straits and from articles on the following website http://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?
d=file:///C|/Users/Web/Documents/Newsletter/July2011/July2011.html&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.chabad.org.

Tom O'Haver is a Zaken (Pastoral Elder), the IT Director and
Webmaster for El Shaddai Ministries.
He is also the Production Editor of this Newsletter.

YOUTH CORNER
Teens and Torah
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By Pastor Art Palecek
….in the Way that he should go.
Proverbs 22:6 Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it.
We may have read this from Proverbs or heard it in church many times, but exactly what is “in the way he should go”. In some churches that may mean sitting in a pew with your
parents for a half hour lecture or joining others kids in youth ministry watching videos or playing games. But God has some very specific things in mind regarding the instruction of
children.
Rabbi Shaul (Apostle Paul) reminded Timothy about his upbringing:
2Timothy 3:14-15 "But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them;  And that from a child thou
hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Yeshua HaMashiach".
Paul reminded Timothy that from “a child thou hast known the holy scriptures”. What scriptures were those? The gospels and epistles hadn’t even been written or circulated as of yet.
Yet Rabbi Shaul mentions that they are “able to make these wise unto salvation through faith in Yeshua HaMashiach” (Jesus Christ).
The scriptures he is referring to is the Tanakh. The Torah, Psalms and prophets that Yeshua himself learned from. Hebrew parents put great emphasis on education in the home…
but it wasn’t entertainment. Their first line of business and responsibility was the education of their children.
God made it clear what Abraham’s intentions were and his faithfulness to this precept:
Genesis 18:19 "For I know him, that he will command his children and his household after him, and they shall keep the way of the LORD, to do justice and judgment; that the
LORD may bring upon Abraham that which he hath spoken of him".
The way of education for Hebrew children was synonymous with Torah. That was their guideline. It was practical and spiritual in nature, and allowed children to live life and
experience what they were learning to the fullest degree. Memorization and repetition of Scripture was vitally a centerpiece.
My daughter recently returned from the Land of Israel where she had the opportunity to visit some Yeshiva’s (Hebrew school). She was amazed at the various method’s used to
memorize the scriptures (such as singing the scriptures) It was a unified and community effort, and the mindset was certainly Hebraic in nature and not western thought. What’s the
difference?
Western thought and teaching can many times be static…such as sitting and listening to a teacher in a lecture setting which is a perfect scenario for a child to woolgather (space
out). Hebraic thinking and teaching is dynamic…where a child is involved in an activity from which they learn.
At El Shaddai Ministries the youth are taught the Hebrew alphabet starting at age 2. Children just don’t sit and listen, but are actively engaged. Reciting the alphabet together to the
congregation boosts their confidence. Later in other age groups they learn words and then phrases in Hebrew, particularly the Names of God. This helps vitally in their understanding
of the Torah.
Would you rather have your child being Westernly passive, TV obsessed, entertainment prone and a spectator?, or energetic, robust and dynamic in community activity? In your
home, or Youth ministry get your children involved in activity that they must do to learn, and the lessons from “training up a child” will show forth fruits of righteousness in years to
come.Pastor Art Palecek
Youth Ministry Coordinator
Pastor Art Palecek is the Associate Pastor at El Shaddai Ministries

INTERNET COMMENTS
From Michigan, USA

A friend from Oklahoma sent the newsletter to us. It would be so great to receive the letter here. Could you send the newsletter here for my use. I am a born again Christian now
41 years and would like to follow the Ministry. Thank you so very much.  
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From Texas, USA
I would love to recieve your newsletter and teachings.
From Eastern Washington State, USA
Hi, We would like to receive El Shaddai's e mails. A friend of ours just sent us your latest and I realized we are not connected. We do watch your weekly Services but again are not
receiving the e mails. Please connect us.
From Paarl, Western Cape, South Africa
Shalom Pastor Biltz. We're a small group of followers of Yeshua and on a journey to return to Torah. We're on our 6th month of our journey. As you said, you want to take Torah to
the world. We need help, we listen to your podcasts from the internet but our fervent desire is to get to know the deeper truths of Torah and our Hebrew roots.   We now have a
small Hebrew study class and a lady that is passionate in reading Hebrew. I myself is a pastor of a pentecostal church, but are no longer active in a local assembly due to my desire
of Torah and the Hebrew roots of my faith. In what way can you assist me to get the group to grow? May our Messiah and our Adonai bless you and your awesome work you are
doing. PS: Blessed Shavuot
From New Zealand
Shalom Pastor Mark Biltz. Thank for the Feasts of the Lord in Prophecy Newsletter, and for the biblical information therein! with warm greetings, ...
From Maryland, USA
Thanks for sending this along pastor Biltz. The information you provide is awesome!!! Shalom back at ya!!!

FAST-FUN-FACTS
Five great catastrophes occurred in Jewish history on the 17th of Tammuz:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Moses broke the tablets at Mount Sinai — in response to the sin of the Golden Calf.
The daily offerings in the First Temple were suspended during the siege of Jerusalem, after the Kohanim could no longer obtain animals.
Jerusalem's walls were breached, prior to the destruction of the Second Temple in 70 CE.
Prior to the Great Revolt, the Roman general Apostamos burned a Torah scroll - setting a precedent for the horrifying burning of Jewish books throughout the
centuries.
5. An idolatrous image was placed in the Sanctuary of the Holy Temple - a brazen act of blasphemy and desecration.

Submitted by Tina Fallstead
Tina is El Shaddai Ministries' receptionist and Administrative Assistant.
She and her family are a valued part of our congregation and ministry.

RECIPES
Warm Chicken Ranch Wraps

Ingredients:
8 skinless, boneless chicken breasts
1 cup water
1 cup cooked rice
1/2 cup ranch-style salad dressing
1 cup buttermilk
1 cup all-purpose flour
1 teaspoon salt
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1/4 teaspoon ground black pepper
1 cup vegetable oil
8 (10 inch) flour tortillas
2 cups shredded lettuce
2 tomatoes, chopped
Directions:
1. Cut chicken breast into strips.
2. Grilled chicken method: Spray a large skillet with nonstick cooking spray. Add chicken, cook over medium-high heat 12 to 15 minutes, or until light brown and juices run clear.

Add the water and bring to a boil. Add the rice, cover and remove form the heat and let stand for 5 minutes. Stir in the salad dressing.
3. Fried Chicken Method: Dip chicken into buttermilk then roll them in the flour mixture. Fry for 3 minutes each side in a 350 degrees F (175 degrees C) skillet with 1 cup of oil in

it. Combine the fried chicken strips and the cooked rice pilaf. Stir in the salad dressing.
4. Fill each warm tortilla with lettuce, chicken and rice mixture, and tomatoes. Fold in both sides of the wrap. Holding in the folded sides roll the wrap tightly from the bottom to the

top, keeping the ingredients firmly packed as you go. Slice each wrap in half diagonally and serve.

Refreshing Summer Orzo Salad
Ingredients:
4 cups chicken broth
1 (16 ounce) package orzo pasta
1 1/2 tablespoons butter
1/4 cup extra-virgin olive oil
1 1/2 teaspoons minced garlic
1/2 teaspoon dried basil
1/2 teaspoon dried thyme
1/4 teaspoon crushed red pepper flakes
1 cup pine nuts
1 cup pitted kalamata olives
1 (2 ounce) jar capers, with liquid
12 ounces basil-flavored feta cheese
1 (10 ounce) bag fresh spinach leaves, chopped
1 tablespoon lemon juice
Directions
1. Bring the chicken broth to a boil over high heat. Add the orzo pasta, and cook until all dente, 8 to 10 minutes. Drain well, then pour the orzo into a bowl, and toss with the butter

to keep it from sticking; set aside.                                           
2. While the pasta is cooking, heat the olive oil in a skillet over medium heat. Stir in the garlic, and cook until the garlic softens and the aroma mellows, about 2 minutes. Stir in the

basil, thyme, red pepper flakes, and pine nuts. Cook and stir until the pine nuts have toasted to a light golden brown.
                                                                                                   
3. Stir the pine nut mixture into the orzo along with the olives, capers, feta cheese, spinach, and lemon juice. Serve either warm or cold, but it's better the next day.

Annie’s Fruit Salsa and Cinnamon Chips
Ingredients:
2 kiwis, peeled and diced
2 Golden Delicious apples - peeled, cored and diced
8 ounces raspberries
1 pound srawberries
2 tablespoons white sugar
1 tablespoon brown sugar    
3 tablespoons fruit preserves, any flavor
10 (10 inch) flour tortillas
butter flavored cooking spray
Directions:                                                                                                                                                                            
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1. In a large bowl, thoroughly mix kiwis, Golden Delicious apples, raspberries, strawberries, white sugar, brown sugar and fruit preserves. Cover and chill in the refrigerator at least

15 minutes.
2. Preheat oven to 350 degrees F (175 degrees C).
3. Coat one side of each flour tortilla with butter flavored cooking spray. Cut into wedges and arrange in a single layer on a large baking sheet. Sprinkle wedges with desired

amount of cinnamon sugar. Spray again with cooking spray.                           
4. 4.Bake in the preheated oven 8 to 10 minutes. Repeat with any remaining tortilla wedges. Allow to cool approximately 15 minutes. Serve with chilled fruit mixture.

*Recipes taken from http://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?
d=file:///C|/Users/Web/Documents/Newsletter/July2011/July2011.html&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.allrecipes.com%2F.
Submitted by Tina Fallstead

RECOMMENDED READING
Did you know that you can WATCH all of our services on Vimeo or straight from our website? We are also making DVDs of guest speakers as well as some special individual teachings from
Pastor Mark available for sale. Check them out in “Our Store”.

Spots, Wrinkles and Blemishes
By Pastor Mark Biltz
This series is to help God's people to understand the Biblical definitions for these
spiritual maladies:
Blemishes
Blindness and Blindness in the Congregation
Flat Nose or Anything Superfluous
Wrinkles and the Progression of Sin
We need to let the Bible interpret itself to tell us how to ready ourselves for the
Groom as stated in Ephesians 5:25-27.

Galations
Law & Grace, Companion in Redemption
By Steve Salter
For far too long the book of Galatians has been interpreted as the Epistle that is against the Torah (Instructions). This in turn has led to many Christians having an incorrect
view of the Torah of God. The book of Galatians is a beautifully written book that teaches that a believer should in
fact be keeping and observing the Torah (Instructions), both by Jew and non-Jew alike. Sha'ul (Paul) teaches that a Jew is to remain a Jew and continue in his observance of
the Torah. Non-Jews, teaches Sha'ul, are to remove themselves from the pagan practices that have overshadowed their lives from birth and embrace the laws that God has laid out for them in
His Torah. This commentary on Galatians will lead the believer in Yeshua the
Messiah in a different direction than the one that they have been led for the past 1900 years. It is also strongly suggested that the reader not make the same mistake with this commentary that so
many are in the habit of doing,
that is, taking what is written in this commentary and believing it is true without first searching it out for themselves. We are all responsible for what we believe.

Submitted by Tina Fallstead

RECOMMENDED VIDEOS
Click HERE to access other videos on our recommended video page
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HOME SCHOOL LINKS
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?d=file:///C|/Users/Web/Documents/Newsletter/July2011/July2011.html&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.messianichomeschool.com%2F
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?
d=file:///C|/Users/Web/Documents/Newsletter/July2011/July2011.html&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bibleislands.com%2Findex.php%3Fpage_id%3D192%26co%3D537%26sub_seo%3D=
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?d=file:///C|/Users/Web/Documents/Newsletter/July2011/July2011.html&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.messianichomeschoolassociation.org%2F
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?d=file:///C|/Users/Web/Documents/Newsletter/July2011/July2011.html&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.abeca.com%2F
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?d=file:///C|/Users/Web/Documents/Newsletter/July2011/July2011.html&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.homeschool.com%2F
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?d=file:///C|/Users/Web/Documents/Newsletter/July2011/July2011.html&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fhomeschooling.gomilpitas.com%2F
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?d=file:///C|/Users/Web/Documents/Newsletter/July2011/July2011.html&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.homeschoolnewslink.com%2F
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